concentration tests.
A fortnight after the operation, the blood-urea was 70 mgm. %, and the urea, concentration 0-8% and 1P0% in the second and third hours. For this reason, I sent the patient out with a large Pezzer catheter and permanent belt.
Two months after operation the results of the tests had improved somewhat, the blood-urea being down to 60 mgm. and the urea concentration 1 and 1 2 in the second and third hours.
I did not consider these figures good enough to warrant a prostatectomy, and so postponed operation for another month, when again there was an improvement, the blood-urea being 54 mgm. and the urea concentration 1 4 and I * 8.
The prostatectomy was easy to perform, the prostate itself coming away piecemeal. The enlargement proved on microscopical examination to be innocent in character. iLt was followed by no complications until the fourteenth day, when the wound was about to heal. An anxious week followed with rigors, rapid pulse and symptoms of 'renal failure. These cleared up immediately when the wound wag dilated and a large Pezzer catheter re-inserted. I dischargod the patient for a second time and allowed the urine to drain suprapubically for six months, when I removed the Pezzer catheter, sewed up the wound and tied a large catheter into the urethra. The wound was dry on the eighth day, the patient left the home in sixteen days, and has remained well ever since.
In connection with this case I should like to know: (1) Whether other urologists have found cystoscopy impossible in certain cases of benign enlargement of the prostate, and (2) what additional measures (apart from fluids and alkalies) can be employed to improve the renal function between the first and second stages of a prostatectomy.
A Piece of Slippery Elm Removed from the Bladder.-J. C. AINSWORTH-DAVIS, F.R.C.S. The specimen is a piece of slippery elm with phosphatic fragments, removed by instrumental means from the bladder of a woman who was six months pregnant.
When first seen the patient had severe pain and frequency of micturition. Cystoscopy revealed acute cystitis and a phosphatic calculus surrounding a piece of wood which, she admitted on being questioned, she had used to bring about abortion some two months previously and which had been erroneously inserted and lost in the urethra.
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